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seas. There was an ocean in the Greek scheme of things, but
that name was reserved for the okeanos, that wide river which
was supposed to run right round all the dry land of the world.
All the other seas were either lakes or inland seas, just like the
Mediterranean, the Black Sea, the Caspian Sea, the Sea of
Marmora, the Red Sea, or the Persian Sea. During the fourth
century B.C. another inland sea was added to this collection when
Alexander the Great marched his men eastward, until at the
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mouth of the Indus river they were stopped by the waters of
what we now call the Indian Ocean.

The Greeks had already known about the existence of India,
but they had considered it a part of Ethiopia. That was the
name then given to the whole of Northern Africa, and still to
be found as such on European maps until three centuries ago,
when it was beginning to be used exclusively for the realm of
the Negus of Abyssinia.

Since the world came to an end in Southern Ethiopia the
waters seen by the troops of Alexander must be part of the all-
encircling okeanos. That hypothesis made sense, and was quite
readily accepted by the geographers of the west But according